CURRICULUM LETTER

Year § - Summer 2

Exwick Heights Primary School
Exwick Lane, Exeter, EX4 2FB Telephone Number: 01392 209030
Website: https://exwickheights.devon.sch.uk Email: admin@exwickheights.devon.sch.uk

Tuesday 3rd June 2025
Dear Parents / Carers of Exwick Heights Year 5 pupils,

In English, we will be using the fictional text ‘Little Badman and the Invasion of the Killer
Aunties' as a stimulus for creating our own comedic narratives of recounting a madcap
adventure in the classroom. Features such as integrated dialogue and description
through reporting clauses will be a focus of our learning, as well as performing to an
audience.

Supporting learning at home: You can support your child by reading funny stories together,
especially encouraging the correct expression to make the listener laugh!

This half term’s weekly reading themes include topics such as Juneteenth, Pride Month and
a text we used for English wrriting earlier in the year- Ripley's Mighty Machines. We will be
focusing on noticing themes and connections between texts of the same and different
genres.

Supporting learning at home: Please encourage your child to read for at least 20 minutes a day
and to remind them to complete Accelerated Reader quizzes on books they've completed.

Maths learning this half term will involve learning to add and subtract decimals, use
negative numbers in word problems, convert between different units of measure and
estimate and calculate the volume of 3D shapes. We will also continue to revise our Year 3, 4
and 5 calculation skills through arithmetic practice.

Supporting learning at home: Please encourage your child to revise Maths topics at home using
Sumdog to help to continue to build links between new and prior learning.

Continuing with our Biology focus, Science learning this half term will focus on

Animals including Humans. We will further our learning about life cycles to focus

3 @ ON how humans develop. This topic complements our Relationships and Sex
t (2 Education work around physical and emotional changes during puberty.

% Supporting learning at home: Offering open discussion and reassurance to your child

~ about changes that they will experience as they age will help to reduce anxieties around

these natural changes. Encourage them to ask questions and be curious about themselves!
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Our final Geography topic of the year is focused on Energy and Sustainability. Linking back to
learning in Year 3 about natural resources in Chile, we will explore renewable and non-renewable
energy types, as well as find practical ways to protect the planet. Excitingly, we will go on a walking
trip to the Quay, where the children will complete a range of surveys and field sketches of the local
area.

Supporting learning at home: Work as a family to find ways to reduce, reuse and recycle wherever

possible at home.




Creating electronic Doodlers will be the focus for our work in Design and Technology. We will
design our own individual Doodler that can draw. We will test a variety of circuits during this
process and develop ways to switch the configuration to improve the design or function. We will
also be able to write instructions to build a functional circuit, explaining how to identify if it is
functional or not.

Supporting learning at home: Identify different eletrical circuits at home.

All PE lessons will continue to be outdoors this term - don't forget to apply sunscreen at
home! In Cricket, we will learn the fundamentals skills of striking, bowling and fielding. In
Tag Rugby, we will prepare for competitive play by practising offensive and defensive
manoeuvres. Sports Day will also be held - always an thrilling event in Year 5!

Supporting learning at home: Encouraging physical activity can be done through activities
including going for walks as a family, visiting the park, cycling, visiting indoor centres or anything
that gets the children moving!

In PSHCE this half term, each year group explores the theme of ‘Changing Me." In Year 5, we
will learn about the physical and emotional changes experienced during puberty, as well as
helping to prepare the children for the transition to Year 6. This unit includes our
Relationships and Sex Education (SRE) work discussing conception.

Supporting learning at home: See Science

__a InRE, we will be exploring what can be done to reduce racisim and evaluate the question of
‘o whether religion can help. We will learn about people who have given their lives to reducing
prejudice and hatred and discuss the statues of Colston and Wesley in Bristol. We will consider
how art, prayer and other forms of expression have been used to tackle racism. Supporting
 learning at home: Why not identify and disuss different historical figures who have stodd up for

something they believed in.

Our Music learning this term is on the genre of Musical Theatre. We will be able to explain
’ what musical theatre is and be able to recall at least three features of this kind of music.

Our French learning this half term is around the topic of the Environment. We will learn a
variety of words, phrases and sentences that will help us have discussions about the natural
work. We will enjoy French question and answer sessions, where we can discuss this with
each other, as well as reading a French story using the vocabulary we have learnt throughout
the topic.

Supporting learning at home: There are lots of apps to help with language learning - try Duolingo
with your child.

Alongside this, we will categorise songs as action songs or character songs. Our final activity will

be to select appropriate existing music for a scene to tell the story of a journey. We will then
' perform this.

Supporting learning at home: Explore a range of music from musicals at home.

If you have any questions about your child's learning, please do not hesitate to speak to your child’s teacher
directly or email admin@exwickheights.devon.sch.uk.

Yours sincerely,

Ms. F. Lloyd-Seetim Miss M. Hansed Miss R Gabb
Attenborough Goodall Nakate
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