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English at 

Exwick Heights Primary School 
 
Overview 
 
At Exwick Heights Primary, we endeavour to create a love for writing. We want every child to leave 
Exwick Heights with the skills of an excellent writer who:  
 Aspires to  
 Thinks about the impact they want their writing to have on the reader and knows how they will 

achieve this; 
 Has a sophisticated bank of vocabulary and an excellent knowledge of writing techniques to 

extend details or description;  
 Can structure and organise their writing to suit the genre they are writing and include a variety 

of sentence structures;  
 Displays excellent transcription skills that ensure their writing is well presented, punctuated, 

spelled correctly and neatly;  
 Re-reads, edits and improves their writing so every piece of writing they produce is to the best 

of their ability and better than the last.  
 
Throughout their time at Exwick Heights Primary, children develop their writing skills by exploring a 
whole range of different genres. We expect the highest standards of writing every time a child writes 
in any subject, not just in English lessons, and place great importance on the planning, drafting, 
editing and rewriting process when writing at length. 
 
Curriculum Principles  
 
By the end of their primary education, a pupil of Exwick Heights Primary School will: 
 read easily, fluently and with good understanding  
 develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information 
 acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic 

conventions for reading, writing and spoken language   
 appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage   
 write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of 

contexts, purposes and audiences   
 use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their 

understanding and ideas  
 are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating 

to others and participating in debate 
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By the end of Early Years, pupils will be able to: 
 
Communication and Interaction: 
Maintain attention, concentrates and sits quietly during appropriate English activities; responds to 
instructions involving a two-part sequence; understands humour (e.g. nonsense rhymes); extends 
vocabulary, especially by grouping and naming; exploring the meaning and sounds of new words; 
two-channelled attention, listening for a short span; able to follow a story without pictures and 
prompts; uses language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences in play situations; listens and 
responds to ideas expressed by others in conversation or discussion; links statements and sticks to 
a main theme or intention. 
 
Reading: 
Continues a rhyming string; Hears and says the initial sound in words; Can segment the sounds in 
simple words and blend them together and knows which letters represent some of them; links 
sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet; Begins to read words and simple 
sentences; Uses vocabulary and forms of speech that are increasingly influenced by their experiences 
of books; Enjoys an increasing range of books; Knows that information can be retrieved from books 
and computers; Children read and understand simple sentences. They use phonic knowledge to 
decode regular words and read them aloud accurately. They also read some common irregular 
words. They demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have read; 
Continues a rhyming string; Hears and says the initial sound in words; Can segment the sounds in 
simple words and blend them together and knows which letters represent some of them; Links 
sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet; begins to read words and simple 
sentences; Uses vocabulary and forms of speech that are increasingly influenced by their experiences 
of books; Enjoys an increasing range of books; Knows that information can be retrieved from books 
and computers; Children read and understand simple sentences. They use phonic knowledge to 
decode regular words and read them aloud accurately. They also read some common irregular 
words; They demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have read. 
 
Writing: 
Gives meaning to marks they make as they draw, write and paint; Begins to break the flow of speech 
into words; Continues a rhyming string; Hears and says the initial sound in words; Can segment the 
sounds in simple words and blend them together; Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the 
letters of the alphabet; Uses some clearly identifiable letters to communicate meaning, representing 
some sounds correctly and in sequence. 
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In order to achieve a true understanding of English, topics are sequenced based on the 
following rationale:  
 

writing and discussion, underpinning writing across the curriculum.  
 Our aim is to inspire an appreciation of our rich and varied literary heritage and promote a habit 

of reading widely and often.  
 Nurturing a culture where children take pride in their writing, we teach pupils to write clearly and 

accurately and adapt their language and style for a range of contexts.  
 We want to inspire children to be confident in the art of speaking and listening and to use 

discussion to communicate and further their learning.  
 Our topics are sequenced to build on prior knowledge and skills and to build on and deepen 

previous learning.  
 Our pupils benefit from a text-rich, intelligently-sequenced collection of planning and resources.  
 Our teachers use clear assessment  English and Guided Reading books alongside formative and 

summative assessment (NFER/Little Wandle) to monitor/assess understanding and progress 
throughout the year.  

 At EHPS, we follow and use Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised program of phonics study 
to underpin the teaching of reading from Nursery through to Year 6. It is a fully comprehensive 
systematic and synthetic phonics program which ensures children build on their growing 
knowledge of the alphabetic code, mastering phonics to read and spell as they move through 
the school. Pupils at all phases are assessed to ensure that phonic knowledge is secure. Keep Up 
intervention is used for any pupils requiring phonic intervention. 

 In practice, students from Nursery to Year 6 are exposed to comprehensively planned, daily 
English lessons (covering speaking, listening, reading and writing). Teachers ensure full coverage 

hey move through the school.  
 

knowledge and skills:  
 Students from disadvantaged backgrounds do not always have same level of social/cultural 

competence, capital and experiences as non-disadvantaged peers. At EHPS we aim to improve 
the cultural capital of these pupils through: high quality selection of texts which form the basis 
for writing sequences; daily exposure to high quality texts through reading; ensuring all pupils 
have access to these texts in and out of school; celebrations such as World Book Day and author 
visits; aiming for every child to leave EHPS as a fluent and avid reader and writer to enable them 
to access further education successfully.    

 The English curriculum encourages exposure to different cultures and ways of life through a 
variety of texts in both reading and writing. 

 It encourages pupils to express their views through speaking, listening, discussion and eventually, 
writing.    

 Special educational needs/disabilities are given extra support through differentiated resources 
to scaffold their learning and TA support when needed. E.g. Vocabulary support, pre-teaching, 
small group work. 
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 Little Wandle Keep Up program and Little Wandle Rapid Catch Up is utilised to support children 
requiring phonic intervention.  

 
We fully believe English can contribute to the personal development of students at Exwick 
Heights:  
 English has a pre-eminent place in education and in society. A high-quality education in English 

will teach pupils to speak and write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas and 
emotions to others and through their reading and listening, others can communicate with them.  

 Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, 
intellectually, socially and spiritually.  

 Literature, especially, plays a key role in such development. Reading also enables pupils both to 
acquire knowledge and to build on what they already know. All the skills of language are essential 
to participating fully as a member of society; and it is th
development to learning to speak, read and write fluently and confidently.  

 
In each phase of learning, our belief is that homework should be a revision of powerful 
knowledge previously modelled and taught in lessons. This knowledge is recalled and applied 
through a range of quizzing and practice. 
 
Our Spiral Curriculum 

All children are entitled to a curriculum and to the powerful knowledge, which will open doors and 
maximise their life chances. Below is a high-level overview of the critical knowledge children will 
learn in English at each stage of their primary education, from Nursery through to Year 6. The 
curriculum is planned vertically and horizontally giving thought to the optimum knowledge 
sequence for building secure schema. This curriculum overview shows the knowledge, skills and 
understanding at each stage of a c  
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


